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Editor Note: Subscriber Paul T. Shultz 
takes some very interesting trips, as wit-
ness this report on a trip he just took to 
New Guinea in search of GTs. How big 
were the GTs? Oh, around 60 pounds! 

This past April/early May, I trav-
eled to the western end of New 
Guinea, which is actually a part 

of Indonesia that’s called West Papua. 
Six other anglers and I spent a week on 
a mother ship there pursuing giant trev-
ally and other species, mostly with spin 
fishing gear, which is something I will 
have more to say about later. My travel 
started with two weeks in Abu Dhabi 
visiting my son and my daughter-in-law 
and their new grandson. From there, I 
flew to Jakarta and rendezvoused with 

the other anglers for an early-morning, 
four-hour flight to Sorong, a city of ap-
proximately 200,000 in West Papua. Ar-
riving there at 7 AM, we took a taxi to 
the harbor and boarded our mother ship, 
the Flying Condor, a 65-foot boat with 
two air-conditioned cabins and a crew 

of five. We set off immediately and 
cruised in a generally southward direc-
tion perhaps 100 miles or more toward 
a large island called Misool, near which 
we would fish for the following week, 
moving among various small nearby 

islands.
The many-island area at the west-

ern end of New Guinea where we fished 
is called Raja Ampat. The entire area is 
a national park (Raja Ampat National 
Park) that is maintained under strict 
regulations. Within the area, there are 
four kings, local chieftains who rule 
their separate domains. The area we 
fished, off the southeast coast of Misool, 
is ruled by one of the kings. His son, 
Prince Abdul Halim, whom we called 
Halim, was key to our presence, and 
he spent a lot of time with us showing 
us the local wonders and becoming a 
friend to each of us. This fishing op-
portunity came about as a result of a 
relationship Halim developed with Solid 
Adventures (www.solidadventures.
com), operated by Christer Sjoberg of 
Sweden. The Solid Adventures opera-
tion is the only fishing activity permit-
ted in that area, though there are some 
diving operations permitted by the king.

We arrived at the island of Panun, 
where one of Halim’s primary homes 
is located, early in the evening. Halim 
has recently constructed a sizeable two-
story building there that serves as a lo-
cal inn called Panun Paradise Homestay. 
There are a number of outbuildings and 
residences nearby, as well as a pavilion 
for outdoor dining. We joined him, his 
family, and other residents for dinner 
at the pavilion. This was a true South 
Pacific experience. After dinner, we re-
turned to the mother ship and its blessed 
air-conditioning. The Flying Condor 
has a main cabin for anglers that sleeps 
up to six and another cabin that sleeps 
two. The crew is hardy and sleeps else-
where, without air-conditioning. There 
are two Western-style toilets on board, 
one of which is equipped with a shower. 
There is no hot water, but none is need-
ed. The shower worked pretty well.
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